
Respectfully presented by: Debra West, WAEA YAM Chair 



In an effort to provide teachers, students, and families around the state with a 
better understanding of what the Youth Art Month art show process entails, we 
decided to create a promotional video to share on our website and other social 
media venues.  This video is intended to not only provide information about the 
Youth Art Month show process, but to encourage participation and highlight 
the excitement of the Capitol Show Celebration.

Click to
View

In keeping with our desire to promote student art, this video 
was created by THS MediaPro, a student production company 
at Tomah High School, in Tomah Wisconsin.  These incredibly 
talented students were responsible for every aspect of the video 
production and the final product is professional, effective, and 
so much more than we expected.  Kudos and thanks to these 
gifted videographers and their teacher, Brian Kibby!

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByOmvfXVAbX3dXVuZTJYTEVJcXc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByOmvfXVAbX3TFowT2JRVmx5WlU


This year’s Youth Art Month activities 
included a number of new events and 
procedures.  Perhaps the most thrilling 
improvement to our Youth Art Month 
program is the addition of a Mayoral Award.  
Madison Mayor Paul Soglin agreed to 
sponsor an award at our YAM Capitol Show! 
One student artwork in each of the following 
categories (elementary, middle school, and 
high school) was chosen to be professionally 
framed and displayed in the Mayor’s office in 
Madison.  At the end of the display period, 
the framed artwork will be returned to the 
student. The Mayor attended and presented 
the prize after an inspiring speech. Click Image to 

View

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByOmvfXVAbX3Z19jd1gyVEF1RXc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByOmvfXVAbX3Z19jd1gyVEF1RXc/view?usp=sharing


Our biggest change this year was the decision to thoroughly embrace the Youth Art Month annual theme, 
“United Through Art.”  Choosing to highlight this theme allowed us to organize our activities and events in a 
way that supported the National Youth Art Month movement while recognizing the importance of the 
message.

To further reinforce the commitment to featuring the Youth Art Month theme, the Wisconsin Art 
Education Association created a new award category, the “Spirit of YAM” award.  This award is presented to 
three artists (one winner in elementary, middle school, and high school) whose artwork most clearly 
demonstrates the theme. This year’s winners created artworks that each reflected the “United Through Art” 
theme, each in it’s own unique way.

Elementary-Camryn Kraklow

Middle School-Thalia Rebollar High School-Madeline Ouimet



This year at the Capitol Closing Ceremony, we decided to continue with our “United Through Art” theme 
and arrange for a performance by a cultural group indigenous to Wisconsin.  We were lucky to secure Jon 
Thundercloud and the Ho Chunk Dancers to share their heritage with traditional drumming, singing, and 
dancing.  Dancers from all age groups, both male and female, were on hand to perform.  They sang songs 
and danced to honor our country and celebrate the artists who attended the ceremony. The sounds of the 
singing echoed through the Capitol and children and adults alike were entranced by the majestic music. 
Award winners were able to join the dancers in a final celebratory dance at the end of the show!



As we reviewed comments from the 2016 Youth Art Month Closing Ceremony, a couple of issues were 
identified.  Regional Vice Presidents stated that it was difficult to keep track of artwork at the end of the 
show and that packing  the work up was stressful.  Some parents and teachers felt that it was hard to find 
specific artworks and others suggested that more help getting questions answered at the show would be 
desirable.  In answer to these concerns, we created “Youth Art Month Ambassadors.”  These student 
ambassadors were chosen to attend the closing ceremony to assist Regional VPs, students, parents, teachers, 
and presenters with a variety of tasks during the show.

Fourteen students were chosen from Ms. West’s Quest Art class to 
participate in the Youth Art Month Ambassador (YAM AM) 
program.  These students were assigned in pairs to a WAEA region 
to assist students and parents find artwork and help the Regional VP 
with tracking and packing artwork.  Each YAM AM had an 
electronic device with Google Sheets to access an online inventory 
to ensure that all artworks were tracked and accounted for. The 
YAM AMs also assisted with show set up and take down, prize 
distribution, general audience assistance, crowd control, and 
goodwill.



An integral part of the Youth Art Month experience is the special art activities that take place around the 
state.  WAEA decided to move beyond its previous role of promoting and tracking these activities to 
sponsoring one.  In determining what type of activity should be created, it was decided that the event should 
reflect the “United Through Art” theme and this led to the statewide Artist Trading Card Event.

Designed to connect students from around the state and promote a sense of community and appreciation 
for diversity, the ATC event is the first of what WAEA hopes will be many special YAM art experiences. 

The activity began with a mass emailing to all members of WAEA and to all the school district supervisors in 
the state. A Google Form was used to record participant information, including number of students and 
grade level.

Upon completion of the enrollment form, teachers received an email with specific instructions and a 
template to use in the classroom.  Schools with the same grade level and approximately the same number of 
students were given information about their “sister” school and put in contact with each other.  Teachers 
share their student ATC cards with each other and continue to correspond, as desired.  Participation this first 
year was approximately 1,450 students, across all grade levels.



When we looked at this year’s theme, we wanted to further connect our art students with others.  We decided to expand 
our Artist Trading Card activity to support inclusion and anti-bullying through recognition of the Jesse’s Challenge 
Compassion Initiative.  Jesse’s Challenge is a subsidiary of the Tomah, Wisconsin-based charity, Remembering Jesse 
Parker, Inc.  This program provides opportunities for learning about and practicing compassion. 
In order to assist Jesse’s Challenge with its mission to promote compassion amongst students, WAEA is asking all 
teachers participating in the ATC Activity to send photographs of their favorite ATC cards to Debra West.  In August, 
2017, five to ten artist trading cards will be chosen to be reproduced as notecards.  These notecards will be sold and all 
profits will benefit the Jesse’s Challenge Compassion Initiative.



Sargent Arts is the major sponsor of Wisconsin Youth Art Month.  In 
addition to the generous grand prize, they offer prizes to students and 
teachers in three grade categories.  To further our commitment to the YAM 
theme, “United Through Art,” the three teachers awarded prize packages 
donated materials to the Boys and Girls Club.  Holly Borchert, Emily 
McCabe, and Debra West donated 20 gallons of Sargent acrylic and tempera 
paint to the Boys and Girls Club of Southwestern Wisconsin to support 
their mission “to inspire and assist all young people, especially those who 
need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and 
caring citizens.“  We all fully believe that this goal can be achieved through 
exposure to art and art production.



From the hundreds of entries received, twenty flags from each category 
(elementary, middle school, and high school) were chosen and the images 
were input into a Google Form where they were judged by the members of 
the WAEA board.  Six designs were chosen to create the completed Youth 
Art Month Wisconsin flag seen here.  The flag was escorted to the NAEA 
conference where is was displayed with others from around the country.

The Youth Art Month program starts out early in the year with the YAM Flag Contest.  
Teachers mailed their student artworks to the WAEA YAM chair.  Photographs were 
taken of each entry and displayed on the WAEA website in a slide show, giving each 
contestant recognition for the hard work.

After the photo was taken of the flag entry, the student data was entered into a spread 
sheet for tracking purposes.  Once entered, a mail merge program automatically 
generated a personalized Flag Participant Certificate and emailed it to the student’s 
teacher for distribution.



As the Flag Contest winds down, the Artwork Display Program begins in earnest. In Wisconsin, student 
artwork is displayed at the WAEA regional art shows with the winning pieces moving on to the State Capitol 
Art Show in Madison.

Each teacher (must be a WAEA/NAEA member) may submit up to five student art works to be displayed at 
Regional Art Shows and of those five, three will be chosen to be exhibited at the State show.  

The entry fee is kept low, at $15.00, to ensure that teachers who want to participate are able to do so 
financially.

The process begins with an online registration.  Once a teacher completes the registration on the WAEA 
website, instructions for participation are included in a confirmation email.  In addition, this year all student 
artwork labels were automatically generated from the registration responses and sent along with the 
instructions and confirmation. This process reduces teacher work and streamlines artwork preparation, 
ensures continuity in student artwork displays, and allows for more accountability in artwork tracking.



The process begins with an online registration.  Once a teacher completes the registration on the WAEA website, 
instructions for participation are included in a confirmation email.  In addition, this year all student artwork labels 
were automatically generated from the registration responses and sent along with the instructions, confirmation and 
personalized student participation certificate. This process reduces teacher work and streamlines artwork preparation, 
ensures continuity in student artwork displays, and allows for more accountability in artwork tracking.



Once artwork has been prepared, teachers ship the entries to their Regional Vice President.  WAEA has six regions.  
Each region is managed by a Regional Vice President who is responsible for organizing the Youth Art Month Regional 
Art show. 





The Capitol Show is the pinnacle of the Youth Art Month program.  After the regional shows in January and 
February, the Capitol show is set up in March.  This year, set up was on March 18th and the Capitol Closing 
Ceremony was on March 31st.  With all the changes to the YAM show, this year was especially exciting.  With 
approximately 550 artworks from all over the state and attendance estimated at over  1,200 people the show 
was an overwhelming success!

Set up for the YAM Capitol Show is a big job and the members of the Wisconsin Art Education Association 
Board are on hand to make sure displays are assembled and all our student artwork is up and ready to view.



This year, WAEA board members voted on show awards during set up.  Rather than 
finding a group of 3-5 independent individuals to judge, each attending member was 
given access to an online Google Form where their award choices were recorded.  Votes 
were then tallied and winners determined.  Award winning artworks were placed in a 
special section of the Capitol Rotunda.  

This improvement to the judging process allowed every member to have input into the 
winning art.  To ensure that the system was fair, any board member who entered student 
artwork was not allowed to vote for art in their grade level.  Increasing the number of 
individuals judging the show ensured that a wider range of individuals (teachers, museum 
reps, city employees, retirees, etc.) had input into choosing the winners and led to what we 
feel is a more well-rounded and equitable procedure. 



The Wisconsin Youth Art Month program is fortunate to have several generous donors who provide prizes.  
The sponsor of the show, Sargent Arts, changed their prize structure this year and offered the YAM Show 
Grand Prize winner a check for $1,500!  In addition, regular donors, Nasco, the Wisconsin DPI, Pacon, 
Triarco, Royal & Langnickel, Amaco, Vinery, and the WAEA were joined by our new sponsors, the Madison 
Mayor and Blick Arts.  With such an abundance of support, we were able to offer prizes to 30  students!!!  

Each prize had an approximate value of $100, making this the most valuable total prize package to date. 
There were more prize packages this year, so many it took two tables with more stored beneath to hold 
them all!  Each prize package was valued at over $100, with materials donated from sponsors and items 
purchased by WAEA.  In addition to the thirty main category prize packages, significantly improved prizes 
were given to flag contestants.



The 2017 Youth Art Month Winners announcement included pictures in addition to the names, and was 
emailed to not only the winning students and teachers, but to all Wisconsin Art Education Members! 





Representative Joan 
Ballweg

Representative Terese 
Berceau

Representative JoCasta 
Zamarripa

Representative Nancy 
VanderMeer



The Wisconsin Art Education Association continued its association with the Madison Children’s Museum 
again this year and provided each participant to the Capitol Show with an entry ticket to this wonderful 
Wisconsin favorite.  Each student artist  and their family members were granted entry to the museum to 
enjoy after the art show.

Every student participating in the Youth Art Month Capitol show received an envelope with 
their Certificate of Participation, a ticket to the Madison Children’s Museum, an “I Love 
Art” button, a friendship bracelet kit, and a personalized pencil.  The exterior of the 
envelopes were decorated by WAEA President, Tiffany Beltz’s elementary students.



WAEA’s Youth Art Month 2017 goals were to increase  awareness for the  YAM program, increase 
participation, and automate as many documents as possible to ease teachers workloads and improve student 
certificates.

This year, the Youth Art Month Chair created all the marketing and program documents for the 2017 YAM 
events.  While time-consuming, it saved the Wisconsin Art Education Association the fees associated with 
professional document production which allowed the organization the increase prize package value and add 
two new prizes. Personalized documents were created for every aspect of Youth Art Month documentation.  
All announcements and solicitations were done in mail merge.  Promotions  about Youth Art Month 
activities and deadlines were sent to members and every school district in the state.



Using  the Microsoft mail merge function in Publisher and Word, along with the Autocrat and ForMule 
add-ons in Google, marketing and YAM participation documents were merged with rosters to ensure that 
all correspondence and promotional materials were personalized.  Some documents were generated from the 
online registration, other rosters were created by researching addresses and creating Excel spreadsheets.  
Rosters were created for  Wisconsin mayors, legislators, and city council members, school district 
administrators, WAEA members, student flag participants, potential sponsors, television, radio, and 
newspaper media outlets.



In addition to email marketing, personalized documents and traditional postal services were employed to 
reach members.  Post cards  and documents were created by Debra West with information specific to each 
region and then each was merged with a member list so that each item was personalized!



4 pages

The  Capitol Show Brochure document was created without professional consultation, saving a great deal of 
money that was utilized to increase prize package value.  This year’s brochure included winning artwork 
pictures for the first time, and the use of mail merge made the student participant names much easier to 
read.

13 pages 



As the deadline for entries approached, we discovered that participation in 
our South East Region was lower than expected, so our  YAM chairperson 
created an incentive to increase participation.  These flyers were emailed to 
members in the hopes that a prize package would encourage more 
members to participate in the program.  We didn’t hit our target but next 
year we will start earlier, do more aggressive marketing,  and increase the 
prize amount!  

When all the  membership participation information was received and 
totaled, West Central Regional VP, Quenten Brown and North West 
Regional VP, Megan Sluyter, were recognized for recruiting the highest 
percentage of members for the art show.  Both were presented with $50 
gift certificate from The Vinery Glass Shop in Madison to congratulate 
them on their recruiting success!



This simple image, utilizing the CFAE color scheme, was used to create buttons and  enhance documents 
utilized in Youth Art Month forms and announcements.  Created by Debra West with her middle school 
students, we feel the logo clearly represents the message of this year’s theme. (These three kids made 700 
buttons!)



To assist visitors in locating artwork at the Capitol show, color coding was employed.  Each region was 
assigned a color (4 with YAM colors and two additional colors in same tonal range) and all materials for 
that region were created in that color.  Colored helium balloons were attached to displays with same 
colored placards.  The Youth Art Month Ambassadors wore aprons matching their regions and 
participant certificates heralded their regional color.



The utilization of mail merge allowed for the 
greater efficiency when contacting government 
officials for proclamations and endorsements.  
These official documents were received from 
the Governor of Wisconsin, Wisconsin State 
and U.S. Representatives, and Mayors of major 
Wisconsin cities, including each of  the top 15 
most populated cities in Wisconsin:
Milwaukee                Madison
Green Bay                 Kenosha
Racine                       Appleton
Waukesha                 Oshkosh
Janesville                   West Allis
La Crosse                   Sheboygan                
Wauwatosa               Fond du Lac
New Berlin



WAEA allocated $5,500 this year for Youth Art 
Month funding.  This is an increase of $300 over last 
year’s budget of $5,200 ($4,500 + $800 for MCM.)

Last year spending exceeded budget by around $250, 
but this year’s budget was left with a balance of 
$1,310.82!  This amount is due primarily to the 
production of all YAM documents and marketing 
materials (brochures, awards, emails, museum tickets, 
postcards, etc.) by the YAM Chair, Debra West, rather 
than hiring a professional company to produce 
materials.  In fact, the  savings associated with self-
production of documents was so great that it facilitated 
higher quality prize packages and the production of a 
promotional video.   The left over funds can be rolled 
over to the 2018 Youth Art Month program to 
increase awareness and participation! 



With an event this size, there are always many people to thank for their 
contributions and efforts.  Gift packages were created for each WAEA 
Regional VP, the WAEA President, and college student volunteers from 
Mount Mary’s College.  These gift bags were filled with arts and crafts 
materials, including stamps, calligraphy markers, and other miscellaneous 
supplies to show our gratitude for their hard work and support for Youth 
Art Month.

At the end of the Capitol Show, a raffle was 
held to provide an opportunity to present 
attending art teachers with small gifts to thank 
them for their dedication to their students.  
Over forty teachers were awarded gifts from 
our large prize basket!



While the Wisconsin Art Education has always strived to spread 
awareness of Youth Art Month activities and news to relevant 
media outlets, this year’s media outreach was enhanced through 
the use of email technology.  News releases were created and sent 
to over 175 news reporting agencies across the state with 
information tailored to the region.  

According to data collected by Tiffany Beltz, WAEA President, Youth Art 
Month is the subject of over 2,500 articles, posts, and other communications in 
Wisconsin annually.  These documents can be found on Facebook, Twitter, 
Flicker, Instagram, teacher and school websites, blogs, news sites, and other 
sources.





There were hundreds of posts about Wisconsin Youth Art Month on social media like Facebook.  Here a just a 
few!



Nasco Arts is a generous, consistent, and 
much-loved sponsor of Wisconsin Youth 
Art Month.  Kris Bakke, Director of Arts 
& Crafts Sales for Nasco not only 
provides prizes for the Capitol Show but 
travels to present the awards herself.  
Here she is in a Nasco Facebook video 
with two Youth Art Month Ambassadors 
at our show.  This video not only 
highlights the excitement of the Youth 
Art Month celebration but show the 
value of art in the education of 
Wisconsin students.  Press Image to Play

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bwzt41WFnbLmREQxaHJFaHZNVk0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bwzt41WFnbLmREQxaHJFaHZNVk0


Another great hands-on way to promote Youth Art Month activities is to 
present a session at the Wisconsin Art Education Fall Conference.  This 
year, Debra West and Tiffany Beltz presented to members and answered 
questions to potential participants in La Crosse, Wisconsin in October 
2016.

The Wisconsin Art Education Association maintains an online 
presence and promotes Youth Art Month through social media 
outlets like Twitter and Facebook.  The WAEA website also shared 
all information about the Wisconsin Youth Art Month Program, 
with activity details, forms, important updates, and event photos!



Students from Wisconsin were represented at the National Art Education Conference!  WAEA President, 
Tiffany Beltz brought artwork to the conference and displayed it alongside artworks from around the 
country.  The Youth Art Month Flag was also displayed.



County participation continues to grow, increasing from 41 counties out of 72 total (57%) in 2014/15 to 
52 counties out of 72 in 2016/17 (72%).  That’s  11 new participating counties, resulting in a 27% growth 
increase in just two years!



Member Participation by Region shows that our 
North West and West Central Regions are leading 
the way in member involvement at 60% and 51%, 
respectively.

Member Participation by Region 2017

West 
Central

19%

South East
12%

North East
23%

North 
Central

11%

North West
9%

South West
26%

WAEA PARTICIPATION  BY 
REGION (187 TOTAL MEMBERS)

Wisconsin Art Education Association has 588 members and of 
those, 187 participated in Youth Art Month 2017.  That is 32%, 
an increase of 3 percentage points and an 11% growth over last 
year’s 29% participation rate.



This year’s Wisconsin YAM program was full of exciting changes delivered by a group of 
people dedicated to highlighting the power of art education for our students. Out of 
424 school districts, 158 participated in Youth Art Month, resulting in a 40% statewide 
school district participation rate.  We believe this to be an impressive  showing and know 
that with the many changes implemented this year and those planned for next year, the 
Youth Art Month program promises to flourish in Wisconsin.

This joint effort is the ultimate expression of the theme, “United Through Art,” and we 
hope that this year’s events provided our young people with memories that they will 
cherish for a lifetime.  We look forward to continuing to bring these special activities to 
our state for many years to come!


