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Participation
2018 2017

# of Students in Public Schools 1,369,715 1,373,267

# of Students in Private Schools 224,820 211,150

# of Total Students 1,594,535 1,584,417

# of Total Art Teachers 3129 3521

# of State Art Ed Association Member Art Teachers 798 869

# of Total Art Teachers Submitting Flag Design Contest Entries 43 38

# of State Art Ed Association Member Art Teachers Submitting Flag Design Contest Entries 43 38

# of Students Participating in Flag Contest Statewide 98 67

# of Students Participating in Art Exhibits/Events 1742 1684

# of Art Exhibits/Events Reported Across the State 17 18

Does your state require membership in state art ed association for teacher participation in Youth Art Month 

Flag Design Contest?
Yes - AENJ Yes - AENJ

Does your state require membership in state art ed association for teacher participation in Artwork Exhibits? Yes - AENJ Yes - AENJ

Membership in the Art Educators of New Jersey (AENJ) is up 8.9%

2018 State Youth Art Month Program
The three-page YAM Program (right) was created with help

from St. John’s University Graphic Design Department. It

was given to all who attended the state show. It lists all the

students who were honored, donors, speakers, teachers,

and other important YAM-related items.

New Jersey has been observing Youth Art Month for 58 years!



Funding from AENJ
State YAM Exhibit & Reception

Budget Item 2017/2018 Budget 2017/2018 Expense

Postage $500 $111.75

YAM Shirts $1,000 $855

Supplies $650 $366.17

YAM Dinners $1,500 $1,216.16

Postcards/Invitations $500 $337.38

Posters $2,000 $1500

Certificates $100 $25.90

Buttons $500 $323.47

Billboard $1,500 $1,181.75

Flag $1,000 $492.15

Reception Speaker & Food $3,000 $2,126.25

Photographer/Videographer $500 $250

Total of County YAM Exhibits and Receptions $3,750 $863.23

Budget Item Budget Expenses Donations

Total 2017/2018 $16,500 $10,262.54 $36,784.35

Total 2016/2017 $16,500 $9,786.50 $32,452.03

% Change 0 +4.86% +13.35%

In 2017-2018, Combined Support for New Jersey’s

Youth Art Month Events is up 10.02% !



Sponsorship 
Sponsor Donation Donation Value

Arlene Milgram Cash Donation to AENJ for State YAM Program and Events $10

Arts Ed Now Promotional Materials for State and County YAM Events $500

Artsonia.com 120 11” by 14” Art Prints of State YAM Work $1,314

Blick Art Materials 200 Mesh bags, Pencils sets, Gift bags, and one $100 gift card $2,252

Copic 200 Stickers, Markers, and Notepads $800

Davis 200 Bags and Posters $600

Gelli Arts 200 Mini Printing Plate Kits - Circle and Hexagon $3,198

General Pencil 200 Pencil sets, 200 woodless colored pencils sets, 60 sample packs, and other $3,416

Heller Flags 15% YAM Flag Discount $86.86

Lynn Dodson Cash Donation to AENJ for State YAM Program and Events $500

Nasco Posters $600

Sargent Art YAM Poster Design Contest Winners and Participant Gifts $8,000

Sketch4Schools Sketchbook Cover Donation $27.59

Sharon DeLaCruz Speaker - High School State YAM Reception $500

Total In-Kind Support and Cash Donations for the 

2018 New Jersey State YAM Exhibit & Reception: 

$21,294.35

State YAM Exhibit & Reception



Proclamations & Endorsements

• Phil Murphy, Governor 
• Robert Woodruff, Mayor of Berkeley Heights

• Daniel J. Reiman. Mayor of Carteret

• Sal Bonaccorso, Mayor of Clark

• James Azaldi, Mayor of Clifton

• Glenn R. Johnson, Mayor of Cranbury

• Thomas Hannen, Mayor of Cranford

• Brad J. Cohen, Mayor of East Brunswick

• J. Christian Bollwage, Mayor of Elizabeth

• Colleen Mahr, Mayor of Fanwood

• Charles Lombardo, Mayor of Garwood

• Kelly A. Yaede, Mayor of Hamilton

• Richard S. Goldberg, Mayor of Hawthorne

• Gayle Brill Miller, Mayor of Highland Park

• Anthony Deluca, Mayor of Kenilworth

• Derek Armstead, Mayor of Linden

• Jonathan Busch, Mayor of Metuchen

• Paul Mirabelli, Mayor of Mountainside

• James M. Cahill, Mayor of New Brunswick

• Francis Womack, Mayor of North Brunswick

• Wilda Diaz, Mayor of Perth Amboy

• Brian C. Wahler, Mayor of Piscataway

• Peter Cantu, Mayor of Plainsboro

• Raymond Giacobbe, Mayor of Rahway

• Christine Dansereau, Mayor of Roselle 

• Carl A. Hokanson, Mayor of Roselle Park

• Kennedy O. Brian, Mayor of Sayreville

• John Krenzel, Mayor of South River

• Ed Seely, Mayor of Spotswood

• Richard Huber, Mayor of Springfield

• Nora G. Radest, Mayor of Summit

• Suzette Cavadas, Mayor of Union

• Shelley Brindle, Mayor of Westfield

• Bettina Bieri, Mayor of West Milford 5

• Stephen M. Sweeney, President of the Senate

• Cory Booker, Senator

• Patrick J. Diegan, Senator

• Nia Gill, Senator 

• M. Teresa Ruiz,  Senator

• Samuel Thompson, Senator

• Shirley K. Turner,  Senator

• Joint Legislative Resolution - Senator Cyran, Assemblywoman Quijano, 

Assemblyman Holley, Senator Kean, Assemblyman Bramnick, 

Assemblywoman Munoz, Senator Scutari, Assemblyman Green, 

Assemblyman Kennedy (Union County)

• Middlesex County Freeholders: Ron Rios, Charles Tomaro, Kenneth Armwood, 

Charles Kenny, Leslie Koppel, Shanti Narra, Blanquita Valenti

• Union County Freeholders: Sergio Granados, Bette Jane Kowalski, Bruce H. 

Bergen, Linda Carter, Angela Garretson, Angel Estrada, Chris Hudak, 

Mohamed Jollah, Alexander Mirabella
• Dr. Bonnie Edwards, Superintendent - Haddon Township
• Madeline Kinloch, Principal - Toms River
• Dennis Vinson, Principal - Hightstown
• Karen Kiick, K-12 Arts Facilitator - Haddon Township 
• Jason Leshowitz, Supervisor of Visual & Performing Arts - Clifton

New Jersey received a combined 133 Proclamations & Endorsements for Youth Art Month 
2018.
Notable figures include:



New Community Partnership and Support
Partner Description Contribution Value

ChaShama Gallery - Matawan, NJ Exhibit Space for Monmouth County YAM Exhibit & Reception $200

Gelli Arts 200 Mini Printing Plate Kits - Circle and Hexagon $3,198

George St. Playhouse -

New Brunswick, NJ
Exhibit Space for Middlesex County YAM Exhibit & Reception $200

Lynn Dodson, Former YAM Chair Cash Donation to New Jersey’s Youth Art Month Programs $500

Sargent Art YAM Poster Design Contest Winners and Participant Gifts $8,000

Sharon De La Cruz, Artist

www.unoseistres.com

Guest Speaker for High School  NJ YAM Reception. She is the Assistant 

Director of The StudioLab, a creative tech lab, at Princeton University
$500

St. Peter’s University - Jersey 

City, NJ
Exhibit Space for Hudson County YAM Exhibit & Reception $600

Sargent Art graciously donated art supplies to provide student and teacher

prizes for our 2018 Youth Art Month Poster Design Contest! K-12 students from

across the state submitted posters that illustrated the CFAE YAM theme:

“Building Community Through Art.” One overall student winner (8th Grader

Shubhika Sethi, pictured right) received a cash prize of $1,000; and her art

teacher received $1500 worth of art supplies (retail value). For each of the

remaining five category winners, Sargent Art provided art supply prizes of $100

(retail value) for each student winner; and an art supply prize of $300 (retail

value) for the teacher. Sargent Art also donated a Participation Gift to each

school of the AENJ members who submitted entries to the Poster Design

Contest, to thank them for their efforts to support YAM.

http://www.unoseistres.com
http://cst.princeton.edu/studiolab


Existing Community Partnership and Support
County YAM Exhibits & Receptions

Partner Description Contribution Value

Wagner Photo - Kenilworth, NJ Printing Screen for Union County YAM Reception $25

Jerry’s Artist Outlet -

West Orange, NJ
Gift Certificate Donation to Essex County YAM $690

Deli King - Linden, NJ Food for for Union County YAM Reception $50

Elizabethtown Gas Company -

Elizabeth, NJ
Refreshments for Union County YAM Reception $500

Louis Bay 2nd Library - Hawthorne, NJ Exhibit Space for Passaic County YAM Exhibit & Reception $200

The Center for Contemporary Art -

Bedminster, NJ
Exhibit Space for Somerset County YAM Exhibit &  Reception $1,500

Artworks - Trenton, NJ Exhibit Space for Mercer County YAM Exhibit & Reception $250

Wegman’s Gift Card Donated for Mercer County YAM Reception $50

YAM Sponsors (Various) Yearly Cash Donations for State & County YAM $80



Existing Community Partnership and Support
County YAM Exhibits & Receptions (Continued)

Partner Description Contribution Value

General Pencil
Donation of Goods for Hudson, Middlesex, and Union County YAM Exhibits & 

Receptions
$1,350

Sargent Art Donation of Goods for Middlesex and Union County YAM Exhibits & Receptions $2,000

Sax/School Specialty
Donation of Goods for Middlesex, Monmouth, and Union County YAM Exhibits & 
Receptions

$309

Blick
Donation of Goods for Bergen, Ocean, and Union County YAM Exhibits & 
Receptions

$1,900

Nasco Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $75

Davis Publications Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $150

Artsonia Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $50

Chroma Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $450

Haddon Township, NJ 

Visual & Performing 

Arts Guild

Refreshments and Goods for Burlington/Camden County YAM Reception $70

Total In-Kind and Cash Donations for all 

2018 County YAM Events in New Jersey: $14,220



Existing Community Partnership and Support
County YAM Exhibits & Receptions (Continued)

Partner Description Contribution Value

Cheryl Van Buren & Strings 

Group Haddon Township, NJ 
Musical Performance for Burlington/Camden County YAM Reception $150

PTA - Collingswood, NJ Shop Rite Gift Card for Burlington/Camden County YAM Reception $25

Donors Choose Donation of Goods for Passaic County YAM Exhibit & Reception $346

Bare Books Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $450

Faber Castell Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $900

Pencil Grip Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $150

Art of Ed Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $75

Crystal Publications Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $300

Pacon Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $150

Royal Brush Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $400

Sketch for Schools Donation of Goods for Union County YAM Exhibit & Reception $335

Combined Total In-Kind and Cash Donations for all

2018 New Jersey State and County YAM Events: 

$36,024.35



Observances, Exhibits and Events
Location
(County)

Event Date Location # of 
Attendees

# of Students 
Participating

# of Schools 
Participatin

g

Atlantic/

Cape May

YAM County Art 

Reception and 
Exhibit

3/10/18

11:30 am -

1:00 pm

Noyes Arts Garage of Stockton Univ.

2200 Fairmount Avenue 

Atlantic City, NJ
235 160 8

Bergen 
YAM County Art 

Reception and 
Exhibit

4/11/18

5:00 -

6:00 pm

One Bergen County Plaza

1st Floor Conference Room

Hackensack, NJ
12 300 12

Camden/ 

Burlington

YAM County Art 

Reception and 
Exhibit

4/14/18

3:00 -

5:00 pm

William G. Rohrer Memorial Library

15 MacArthur Blvd. 

Westmont, NJ 08108
150 42 7

Cumberland/ 

Gloucester/ 

Salem

YAM County Art 

Reception and 
Exhibit

3/17/18

1:30 -

2:30 pm

Greater Bridgeton Family Success Center

155 Spruce Street 

Bridgeton, NJ
24 32 4

Essex
YAM County Art 

Reception and 
Exhibit

3/23/18

12 noon

Hall of Records

465 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Newark, NJ
350 125 25

Hudson
YAM County Art 

Reception and 
Exhibit

3/21/18

5:00 -

6:30 pm

Mahon Student Center - St. Peter’s Univ.

47 Glenwood Avenue

Jersey City, NJ
125 175 12



Observances, Exhibits and Events
Location
(County)

Event Date Location # of 
Attendees

# of Students 
Participating

# of Schools 
Participating

Hunterdon/ 

Warren

YAM County Art 

Reception and 

Exhibit

3/24/18

11:30 am -

3:00 pm

Hunterdon Health and Wellness Center

1738 State Route 31

Clinton, NJ
100 30 5

Mercer
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/10/18

2:00 -

4:00 pm

Artworks Trenton

19 Everett Alley

Trenton, NJ
250 192 18

Middlesex
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/22/18

7:00  -

8:30 pm

George Street Playhouse

103 College Farm Rd. 

New Brunswick, NJ
200 70 25

Monmouth
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/24/18

12:00 -

3:00 pm

Chashama - Matawan Studios 

60 Main Street

Matawan NJ
165 75 15

Ocean
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/29/18

6:00 -

8:00 pm

Ocean County Library, Brick Branch

301 Chambersbridge Rd

Brick, NJ 08723
260 49 7

Check out the video to the left to view some 

of the work on display at the State House 

Annex in Trenton - As part of the 2018 State 

Youth Art Month Exhibit!

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jIVVb6PYVfBx2nM8MCeL-F6iFc4DPFDO/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jIVVb6PYVfBx2nM8MCeL-F6iFc4DPFDO/view


Observances, Exhibits & Events
Location
(County)

Event Date(s) Location # of 
Attendees

# of Students 
Participating

# of Schools 
Participating

Passaic
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/21/18

6:00 - 8:00 pm

Louis Bay 2nd Library 

Hawthorne, NJ
92 23 8

Somerset
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/11/18 

K-5: 2 - 3:30 pm  

3/25/18

6-12:  2 -3:30pm

Center for Contemporary Art (CCA) 

2020 Burnt Mills Road, 

Bedminster Township, NJ

590 300 25

Sussex
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/16/18

K-5:  6 - 6:45 pm

6-12:  7 - 7:45pm

Sussex County Arts & Heritage 

Council Gallery

133 Spring Street, Newton, NJ
170 60 14

Union
YAM County 

Art Reception 

and Exhibit

3/23/18

5:00 - 7:00 pm

The Plaza @ Elizabethtown Gas 

Company/Liberty Hall Center

1085 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ
200 109 28

Total for 

the State:
------- ------ ------ 2923 1742 213

State YAM 

(included in total)

NJ State 

YAM Art 

Reception 

and Exhibit

3/9/18

HS: 12-2pm

K-8: 6-8pm

Capitol Building & 

State House Annex

125 W. State Street

Trenton, NJ

625 107 75



Promotion Significant Promotional Activities for New Jersey’s 2018 YAM Celebration

Print, 
TV, 

Radio

Website Blog On Line 
Surveys

Facebook Twitter Instagram Pinterest Gmail, 
Email

Postcards State Conference 
workshop or 
Presentation

X X X X X X X X X

Increased Social Media Exposure for YAM!
Listed on our Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook pages, State

YAM Chair Kristy Lopez created a calendar of events for New

Jersey’s 2018 Youth Art Month Celebration. She also oversaw

the integration of technology and art through the #31DaysofYAM

initiative, which called for daily art entries to celebrate Youth Art

Month. Students, teachers, artists, and other followers uploaded,

tagged, and celebrated YAM along with us! We had participants

from across the state, as well as across the border, get involved!

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ArtEducatorsNJ/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/aenjyam/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/arteducatorsnj

NJ YAM was featured on Arts Ed Now’s Guest Blog! 
http://artsednj.org/guest-blog-aenj-youth-art-month-building-

community-through-art/

NJ YAM Websites: https://sites.google.com/site/aenjyam/

http://aenj.org/yam/

Art Educators of New Jersey Promotes YAM at its Annual Conference
Throughout the 2017-2018 YAM year, the AENJ sponsored various events to support Youth Art

Month in New Jersey. During the annual fall conference, YAM displays were set up to showcase

the past year’s observances and exhibits. In the early winter, AENJ sponsored the YAM Design

Contest, where students’ artworks were chosen to be used as the state’s YAM flag, poster,

button, invitation (high school and elementary/middle), and billboard. This year, AENJ expanded

the contest to include a T-shirt component, where a student’s design was chosen to be featured

on the shirts that were given away as gifts at the YAM Receptions. AENJ also sponsored

various opportunities for county chairs to meet and collaborate throughout the year, and provide

feedback via online surveys. AENJ generously helped to fund each county YAM show in the

state, along with providing additional grants for YAM. AENJ also published YAMBEAT, a

publication devoted completely to the year’s YAM events. Lynn Dodson, a former NJ YAM Chair

and NJ’s first recipient of the YAM Award of Excellence, also donated $500 to this year’s

program! She is pictured left with former Mercer County YAM Chairs Lora Durr and Tamika

Diaz, who were awarded, recognized, and presented with their YAM Award at Conference, for

their continued excellence with Mercer County’s YAM program.

https://www.facebook.com/ArtEducatorsNJ/
https://www.instagram.com/aenjyam/
https://twitter.com/arteducatorsnj
http://artsednj.org/guest-blog-aenj-youth-art-month-building-community-through-art/
https://sites.google.com/site/aenjyam/
http://aenj.org/yam/


Promotion Significant Promotional Activities for New Jersey’s 2018 YAM Celebration

• https://www.montclair.k12.nj.us/articles/glenfield-students-celebrate-youth-art-history-month-at-exhibit/

• https://www.tapinto.net/towns/bridgewater-slash-raritan/events/youth-art-month-31

• https://www.tapinto.net/towns/westfield/articles/westfield-celebrates-youth-art-month-2

• http://artsednj.org/guest-blog-aenj-youth-art-month-building-community-through-art/

• http://artwithmrsamme.weebly.com/blog-itnews/nj-state-youth-art-month-celebration

• http://janvier.franklintwpschools.org/news/what_s_new/youth_art_month_recognition

• https://visitsomersetnj.org/event/youth-art-month/youth-art-month-2018/

• https://www.roselleparknews.org/sherman-students-recognized-for-art-music/

• http://www.montclair.k12.nj.us/articles/glenfield-students-celebrate-youth-art-history-month-at-exhibit/

• http://www.newjerseyhills.com/calendar/youth-art-month/event_7045d8fc-0ea4-11e8-acf9-4fc0b12466a1.html

• http://www.nj.com/suburbannews/index.ssf/2018/03/youth_art_month_celebrated_thr.html

• http://www.westfieldnjk12.org/pages/Westfield_Town_School_District/News/Youth_Art_Month_Celebrated_in_

• https://njnext.com/event-pro/celebrate-youth-art-month-center-contemporary-art-march/

• https://bestofnj.com/events/march-youth-art-month

• https://www.facebook.com/MercerCountyYAM/

• https://www.hamilton.k12.nj.us/Page/10647

• http://www.artsgarageac.com/the-galleria/

Total number of articles in newspapers, online news websites, school websites, blogs, and venue sites: 54
This past year, New Jersey’s Youth Art Month Events were featured in print publications such as: Jersey Journal, Roselle Park News, and Suburban News.

New Jersey’s YAM Activities were also featured on Artsonia, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, as well as the additional online resources listed below: 

YAM Poster AENJ promoted this year’s YAM Celebration by mailing out this poster (right) to all of its

members. The winning poster design was created by Nathalie Whitehead-Nudd, an 8th grade student from

Union Township Middle School. Nathalie’s design was featured on the front of the poster, while important

AENJ information and all of New Jersey’s YAM exhibition/reception dates were included on the back.

Watch the video that captured the day’s events of New

Jersey’s 2018 State Youth Art Month Exhibit & Receptions
This video was also shared to all of our social media accounts:

facebook, twitter, google site and instagram. It is also on YouTube.

YAM Billboards AENJ sponsors two billboards to promote New

Jersey Youth Art Month: One in the hometown of the student designer, and

another near the State Capitol building in Trenton. The winning billboard

design (above) was created by Daniel Hill, a 7th grade student from

Glenfield Middle School in Montclair. He is pictured, left, standing in front

of the billboard that features his winning YAM design in Trenton.

https://www.montclair.k12.nj.us/articles/glenfield-students-celebrate-youth-art-history-month-at-exhibit/
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/bridgewater-slash-raritan/events/youth-art-month-31
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/westfield/articles/westfield-celebrates-youth-art-month-2
http://artsednj.org/guest-blog-aenj-youth-art-month-building-community-through-art/
http://artwithmrsamme.weebly.com/blog-itnews/nj-state-youth-art-month-celebration
http://janvier.franklintwpschools.org/news/what_s_new/youth_art_month_recognition
https://visitsomersetnj.org/event/youth-art-month/youth-art-month-2018/
https://www.roselleparknews.org/sherman-students-recognized-for-art-music/
http://www.montclair.k12.nj.us/articles/glenfield-students-celebrate-youth-art-history-month-at-exhibit/
http://www.newjerseyhills.com/calendar/youth-art-month/event_7045d8fc-0ea4-11e8-acf9-4fc0b12466a1.html
http://www.nj.com/suburbannews/index.ssf/2018/03/youth_art_month_celebrated_thr.html
http://www.westfieldnjk12.org/pages/Westfield_Town_School_District/News/Youth_Art_Month_Celebrated_in_
https://njnext.com/event-pro/celebrate-youth-art-month-center-contemporary-art-march/
https://bestofnj.com/events/march-youth-art-month
https://www.facebook.com/MercerCountyYAM/
https://www.hamilton.k12.nj.us/Page/10647
http://www.artsgarageac.com/the-galleria/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjA2G3tlqRY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjA2G3tlqRY


Special Materials
Trophies/ 
Plaques

Certificates Ribbons or 
Buttons

T-shirts Photo Booth Buttons or 
Stickers

Postcards
ATCs

Invitations 
Posters

Mugs Gift Bags

X X X X X X X X

Created for New Jersey’s 2018 Youth Art Month Celebration

YAM Button & YAM T-shirt
The Art Educators of New Jersey celebrated and promoted YAM

by sponsoring buttons and t-shirts that incorporated students’

designs. These were given out as gifts to each student whose

work was selected to be a part of the State Exhibit. The winning

button design (below) was created by Shubhika Sethi, an 8th grade

student from Washington Middle School in Harrison. Her design

was also recognized as the Overall Winner of the Poster Design

Contest, sponsored by Sargent Art! “The Building Community

Through Art” t-shirt (right) was designed by Emily Mah, a 12th

grade student from Lawrence High School. AENJ will use a

modified version of Emily’s design as the logo of the 2018 AENJ

Fall Conference, to reflect the theme: “Made in NJ.”

YAM Flag
AENJ sponsored a flag to be made for display

during the NAEA Convention in Seattle,

Washington as part of the YAM Museum

(below) from March 22-24, 2018. A banner

was also created and displayed at each of the

NJ State YAM Receptions in Trenton. The

winning flag design was created by Kirsten

Ehrenberg (pictured above), a 5th grade

student from Long Pond School in Andover.

2018 State YAM Certificate



Special Materials
Created for New Jersey’s 2018 Youth Art Month Celebration

Donations Help Fill Student Gift Bags!
In addition to donations from General Pencil, Blick, Nasco, Davis Publications, and Arts Ed Now; AENJ also

received donations Copic Markers, Sketch for Schools, and Gelli Arts all donated to this year’s State YAM

Event! These donated art supplies and related goods were given out as gift bags to all students whose work was

selected to be part of the State YAM Exhibit. To celebrate this achievement, students each received a gift bag

when they arrived at the State YAM Reception! High School student gift bags (pictured - above left) consisted of

Blick pencil sets and bags, General Pencil sample sets and colored pencil sets, a Gelli plate kit from Gelli Arts,

sketchbooks, Copic marker, notepad, and stickers, Arts Ed Now pamphlets, promotional material, and stickers,

YAM sticker, button, program, postcard, and a t-shirt. K-8 student gift bags (pictured - above right) consisted of

Blick pencil sets and bags, General Pencil graphite and colored pencil sets, a Gelli plate kit from Gelli Arts,

notepads, Copic marker, notepad, and stickers, Arts Ed Now pamphlets and stickers, YAM stickers (image

below), button, program, postcard, and a t-shirt.

Teacher Gift Bags!  
With help from Davis Publications, Nasco,

General Pencil, Blick, Copic Markers, and Arts

Ed Now; we were able to give gift bags

(pictured, right) to all of the teachers who came

to Trenton to support our State YAM Event!

Postcards with Student-Created Designs Served as 

Invitations to New Jersey’s State YAM Receptions
The Art Educators of New Jersey promoted this year’s State YAM

Celebration by sending out postcards to the families of those students

whose work had been selected for the state exhibit. The postcards served

as invitations to the state YAM Reception and Awards Ceremony. The

winning postcard design for the State H.S. Reception was created by

Irving Adams, a 12th grader from Haddon Township H.S. Hi design is

pictured below (below, top); and the winning postcard design for the State

K-8 Reception was created by Ying Chow, a 5th grader from Sherman

Elementary School in Roselle Park (below, bottom).

YAM 

Stickers



Program Improvements
AENJ Members Were Asked to Attend a New Jersey Senate Education Committee Meeting to Testify in 

Support of SR-47 - Proclaiming March 2018 as Youth Art Month!!!
We reached out to various government officials in New Jersey to request their endorsement to proclaim March as Youth Art Month. Much to 

our surprise, Senator Shirley K. Turner had a Senate Resolution prepared to recognize March as Youth Art Month!  SR-47 was introduced, and 

featured on the February 22, 2018 agenda of the Senate Education Committee meeting.  Senator Turner’s office invited AENJ members to 

attend the meeting, testify in support of the bill, and speak on the importance of Art Education.  The meeting was held in Committee Room 6, of 

the State House Annex in Trenton - The site of NJ’s 2017 State YAM Receptions.  State YAM Chair Karen Mannino attended, along with AENJ 

Executive Director, Dr. Deborah Greh.  In front of assembly members,  teachers, administrators, Board of Education members, school 

superintendents, and other invited guests; Karen testified on the merits of art education, spoke about AENJ, and invited all attendees to AENJ’s 

State Youth Art Month Receptions on March 9.  Afterwards, Senate President Pro Tempore M. Teresa Ruiz added additional comments in 

support of Youth Art Month and the importance of Art Education in the public schools.  In addition to the support of Senator Ruiz and Senator 

Turner; Senators Samuel D. Thompson, Nilsa Cruz-Perez, Michael J. Doherty, and Republican Leader Thomas H. Kean Jr., also voted YES in 

support of SR-47, to recognize March 2018 as “Youth Art Month.”  http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/SR/47_I1.HTM

Additional Support from Senator Shirley Turner
In addition to her support with SR-47, Senator Shirley Turner also had special certificates made for the students from her district.  These were 

presented and awarded to these students, along with their State Certificate, at the State YAM Reception.  As a thank you, we offered to gift a 

piece of student work of her choosing. Irving Adam’s winning design (pictured on slide 16) was chosen by Senator Turner as her favorite from 

the exhibition. The original piece will be proudly displayed permanently in her office!

Process Simplification 
This year, we used an on-line entry system for submitting information to the State Exhibit.  It is completed through google forms, where chairs 

type in necessary student information.  Some county chairs use this system as well.  Chairs also digitally submitted images of student work, so 

it was easily featured on the AENJ twitter and instagram pages. 

New Google Site Page was Created to Communicate with County Chairs
In September 2017, a Google Site was created to help streamline the State Youth Art Month Process.  A website was created and share with 

county chairs to remind them of important dates, contest guidelines, and documents.  https://sites.google.com/site/aenjyam/

New County Chairs for 2017-2018
AENJ Members Karen Bloch (Bergen), Jennifer Johnson & Kelly Wenz (Hudson), and Barbara Russo (Mercer) joined our team to help
celebrate Youth Art Month!

NJ YAM was featured on Arts Ed Now’s Guest Blog! http://artsednj.org/guest-blog-aenj-youth-art-month-building-

community-through-art/
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Program Improvements
New Media Tools - Increased Social Media Exposure for YAM!
Listed on our Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook pages, State YAM Chair Kristy Lopez created promotional visuals and even created a calendar of events for New

Jersey’s 2018 Youth Art Month Celebration. She also oversaw the integration of technology and art through the #31DaysofYAM initiative, which called for daily art

entries to celebrate Youth Art Month. Students, teachers, artists, and other followers uploaded, tagged, and celebrated YAM along with us! We had participants from

across the state, as well as across the border, get involved!

New Instagram Page Means Even More Increased Social Media Exposure for YAM!
In addition to the items listed above, all of the student pieces that were selected to be a part of the NJ State Youth Art Month exhibit were featured on the new AENJ

YAM Instagram page. Also, State Chair Kristy Lopez also used the Instagram Story feature to document moments from both the State and select County Youth Art

Month Exhibits and Receptions. Sample videos can be seen below from the Essex County (left and center) and Union County YAM Receptions (right).
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Program Improvements

Professional Photographer/Videographer on-Hand to Document the State Youth Art Month Celebration!
Photographer/Videographer Andrew James Irving was on-hand to document the State Youth Art Month Exhibit and Receptions.  

Pictures and video from the event were created and share across all of AEN’s social media platforms, and even on YouTube.  The video can be seen on slide 14. 

Sargent Art Donates to State and County Youth Art Month Programs
Sargent Art graciously donated art supplies to provide student and teacher prizes for our 2018 Youth Art Month Poster Design Contest! K-12 students from across the state

submitted posters that illustrated the CFAE YAM theme: “Building Community Through Art.”A notable improvement to our YAM program, please see slide 6 for more details

about their generous donation. We are happy to report that this partnership will continue in 2019!
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Looking forward

to YAM in 2019!

Guest Speaker at the State YAM Reception
Sharon Lee De La Cruz volunteered to speak at the High School 

Reception of NJ’s YAM Event on Friday, March 9, 2018 

(Presentation: https://goo.gl/B6jnQT).  She is an artist and activist 

from New York City.  She earned a BFA from The Cooper Union, is a 

Fulbright scholar, and obtained her Masters at NYU’s ITP program 

(Interactive Telecommunications Program).  Sharon’s work ranges 

from comics to interactive sculptures.  She enjoys creating tools and 

activities that bridge the accessibility gap in STEM education.  

Sharon’s work is in the intersection of tech, art, and social justice. She 

currently lives in Newark, New Jersey and is the Assistant Director of 

The StudioLab, a creative tech lab, at Princeton University.  She will 

also attend AENJ’s 2018 Fall Conference, as a guest speaker.  

Personal Website: http://unoseistres.com/

Reception Slideshows
This year, State YAM Chair Kristy Lopez created a slideshow 

of student work for each State Reception.  Using digital 

submissions of the artwork, she created a slide for each piece, 

which listed the student artist and grade level.  As students 

were called up to receive their state certificate, their artwork 

was displayed on the screen behind them.  It was noted that 

patrons at each reception enjoyed watching the slideshow. 

K-8 Reception Slideshow: https://goo.gl/2Cs9QR

HS Reception Slideshow: https://goo.gl/hWaWmj

New State Awards:
Middlesex County Chair Kristen Barth was the recipient of this year’s 

Anthony A. Guadadiello Service Award. Mercer County Chairs Lora Durr 

was the recipient of the year’s Lynn Dodson Award.  Both awards were 

presented at AENJ’s 2017 Annual Fall Conference in Long Branch, NJ.  

Lora and Kristen, as well as other AENJ Award Winners were also 

honored at the 2018 Governor’s Awards in Art Education Ceremony at the 

War Memorial in Trenton, NJ.  State YAM Chairs Kristy Lopez and Karen 

Mannino were also acknowledged, as they were recognized for winning 

the 2016-2017 Youth Art Month Award of Excellence, bestowed by the 

Council For Art Education. 
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