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Mission  Statement 
NYS Youth Art Month Program
To promote the value of strong visual arts 
programs for students in grades K – 12.

NYSATA-YAM seeks to empower our 
teachers with arts advocacy tools and 
strategies designed to successfully 
promote the value of art education in our 
schools.



2024 2023

# Total number of Students participating in YAM events 35,588 24,700

# Total Art Teachers participating in YAM events 983* 363

# of Teachers Submitting Flag Design Contest Entries 33 42

# of Students Participating in Flag Contest Statewide 1765** 352

# NYSATA Regions that participated in YAM events 10 out of 10 10 out of 10

# of Observances/Exhibits/Events from Across the State 797*** 314

# of School Districts Participating in YAM events 230 191

Participation  by the numbers

*We asked new questions on our reporting form this year which aided us in getting a truer picture of teacher and student 
participation, as well as overall participation in events. Being that there are 2,422,494 students enrolled in NY schools, we are VERY 
confident that these numbers should be significantly higher, but rather than guessing we are only reporting those numbers 
specifically reported to us through our reporting form, flag design contest, and Legislative Art Exhibit.
**We discovered that some teachers were not submitting all of their flag designs, only the ones they thought might win, so we 
tweaked our submission format and discovered a huge number of flag designs were likely not reported previously. 
*** This information is gathered not only from our reporting form, but also from social media through our use of the identifying factor 
of #nysYAM2024 - within the report we have included links to various documents or folders of the information we have gathered.

69 
New 

Districts



New as compared to 2022-2023

Continued participation as compared to 2022-2023

No participation reported

2023-2024

2022-2023

10 New 
Counties 
Added!

Click HERE for 
the full list of 

participating school 
districts, counties 

and regions.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WmOcxmDx67e4mgaABP1VptHYHhiGPn-VpvgV91ZY1EU/edit?usp=sharing


District/Reporting Teacher/Organization/Event 2024  Reported 
Expenses

Art Supervisors Association- All County Exhibit and Scholarship Awards Nassau 
County- Teacher Janis Boremski Region 9

$62,022

Mohawk Valley Center for the Arts - Herkimer County District Art show-Teacher 
Heather McCutcheon Region 3

$9,700

Holley CSD- Teacher Amanda LeClair $5,849

Cortland County wide K-12 art show Region 3 Teacher Lauren Nels $2,339

Suffern CSD - 12 teachers - led by Tracy Berges - Region 7 Teacher Donna 
Lappetito

$4,509

Ticonderoga Art Club open studio Teacher  Britney Shaw $300

YAM purchases by NYSATA for conference and giveaways (magnets, shipping 
of prizes, etc)

$2700 
(budget+CF 
Award money)

Massapequa UFSD District Art Show and events - Teacher Patti 
Krakoff/Melanie Sabia/Jason Cappola

$17,896

Fonda Fultonville Events-Region 6 Teacher Angela Bermas $723

Union-Endicott School District elementary Art show Teacher Cindy Henry $401

Buffalo Public Schools art show and field trip: Teacher Michelle Schroeder $1,705

Gloversville Enlarged SD Town-wide Monster Event: Teacher Lisa Gutta $1,504

Schalmont Central SD Teacher Ashley Williams $434

Edwards-knox coloring event: Teacher Jennifer Impey $217

Babylon Union Free School District events Teacher Cheryl Schweider $1,583

Empire State Plaza South Concourse Art Show Teacher Kate Wright $2,812

Funding, 
Sponsorship and
In-kind Totals 

In-kind Services:  
We calculated the number 

of hours reported by the 
hourly rate $33.49 

(nlctb.org).

Teacher reported over 
2,524 hours of In-kind 

services!
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In-kind total donations:

$96,518

https://www.artsupervisorsassociation.org/


District/Reporting Teacher/Organization/Event 2024  Reported 
Expenses

Oneida Herkimer Madison BOCES Teacher Renee Andre $261

Uniondale CSD art displays Teacher Linda Rigby $100

Grand Island Central School District YAM Fest Teacher Cindy Wynne $1,339

Chenango Valley CSD March Madness Teacher Matthew Wilson $501

Hamilton Central School Teacher Denise Whalen $187

Brunswick Central School District Spirit Week Teacher Jillian Sheffer $344

Iroquois Central School District Teacher Nick Napierala $1,302

Rome City School District Teacher Mary Kernan $383

Brighton CSD Teacher Sarah Jezsu $1,500

NYSATA Region 6 events Teacher Debra Anderson $874

Coxsackie-Athens Central School District Teacher Elisa LaFay $1,489

Tuckahoe Common School District Teacher Barbara Imperiale Sanders $134

Wappingers CSD teacher Monica Schor $307

Clinton Central Schools Teacher Mindy Pavone $230

Science Academies Of New York Teacher Kathryn Alonso-Bergevin $260

Total of smaller amounts reported by a variety of teachers $133

Funding and 
Sponsorship 
Continued

Total
2023/2024:

Actual Money 
Spent as 

reported by 
teachers
$48,632

Total from
2022/2023:
$21,265 
(In-kind was not 
mathematically 
calculated last year)
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Funding and 
Sponsorship 
Continued

BLICK: 
Elementary: Student - $100 Art supplies prize 
pack Teacher - $150 Art supplies prize pack + 
$150 Gift Certificate 
Middle: Student - $100 Art supplies prize pack 
Teacher - $150 Art supplies prize pack + $150 
Gift Certificate 
High School: Student - $100 Art supplies prize 
pack Teacher - $150 Art supplies prize pack + 
$150 Gift Certificate 
Overall: Student - $100 Art supplies prize pack + 
$400 Gift Certificate 
Teacher - $250 Art supplies prize pack + $750 
Gift 

Royal Brush:
Brush packets for every winner, honorable 
mention and teacher. $350

Sponsorship for Flag 
contest adds an 
additional $3000 
bringing our total of 
funding and 
sponsorship to: 
$51,632 dollars spent



Watch the entire video by 
clicking on the photograph

Proclamations, Citations and Endorsements

Suffern Central’s 
Superintendent 
once again 
endorses YAM, this 
year through a video 
highlighting art 
education across 
the district which 
specifically 
discusses YAM’s 
theme Dream in Art

Sponsored by 
Senators Griffo & 

Mayer 
with 35 additional 
Senators named

https://youtu.be/FHhWaNWPuk4?si=83kE1wSPNj7m-OAW


Proclamations, Citations and Endorsements



Proclamations, Citations and Endorsements
● Mayor of Rome - Jeffrey Lanigan
● NEW - Assemblywoman Marianne 

Buttenschon
● NEW - Senator Joseph Griffo
● NEW - Bruce Blakeman County 

Executive 
● NEW - Dr. Tolga Hayali (SANY 

superintendent)
● County of Rockland Executive Ed 

Day
● NYS Senator Bill Weber
● Assemblyman Karl A Brabenec
● Superintendent of Suffern Central 

Dr. E. Gundersen
● NEW - Two Legislative Resolutions 

signed by multiple members of the 
NY Legislature

INCREASE 
FROM LAST 
YEAR!





Public Officials Celebrating the Arts in March and for YAM



Community Partnership and 
Support

Partner Description Contributio
n Value

WHMT Public Media WHMT is a  television station in New York launched a Youth Art Month campaign to 
celebrate student’s artwork throughout March! They featured 43 works of art.

$1,500

Sherrill Kenwood Library Art display - The full wall was covered with student artwork for the whole month of 
March.

$1500

25 Main Collection Youth Art Month Exhibit - student artwork was on display the whole month of March 
in their gallery. The works are from students k-12 in neighboring schools. Including a 
reception for student, parents and community members.

$2000

Little Falls Public Library Student artwork K-12 from Little Falls City School District was on display. $1500

Maxwell Memorial Library West Genesee K-12 student artwork was on display. $1500

Paul Nigra Center for 
Creative Arts  

Student artwork on display along with Local artists. They had an opening reception 
and meet the artists.

$2000

Create Council for the 
Arts

“Outside the lines” Student art show $2000

$12,000 of additional
In-kind Services



New Community Partners
NEW: WHMT - a 
television station in 
New York launched a 
Youth Art Month 
campaign to celebrate 
student’s artwork 
throughout March! 
They featured 43 
works of art.

Click Here to see the 
webpage that WHMT 
developed for March 
2024 plus they posted 
on social media daily! 

NEW:  Sherrill 
Kenwood Library 
Community Art 
Wall Display - 
teacher Melissa 
Moore

https://www.wmht.org/youthartmonth/


New Partners continued



New Partners continued

New to celebrating 
YAM with 23 school 

districts 
participating. Click 

here to see the 
journal.

https://4.files.edl.io/949e/05/08/24/165311-c929b4c6-9547-4448-a36b-d75f547bb986.pdf


Partners from year after year



We had the support of the New York 
State Education Department and New 
York State Union of Teachers

They shared on their    
social media about 
what Youth Art Month 
is and what it means to 
New York State. 



List of all the Partners we recorded:
Suffern Central SD 7 PTAs

Tappan Zee Palisades Library

Maxwell Library - West Genesee 

Empire State Plaza/NYS General Services

Old Forge Library

Davison Gallery, Roberts Wesleyan 
University

Hicksville Public Library

Tappan Free Library

NYSUT Tarrytown 

Paul Nigra Art Center

Cinema Capital Gallery

Beaver Lake Nature Center

Baldwinsville Public Library

25 Main Collective 

Nike Art Studio 

RCS  Community Library

Bassett Healthcare

Little Falls Public LIbrary

Pittsford Public Library 

Everson Museum of Art

Create Council for the Arts

Lakewood Memorial Library

Chenango Arts Council

Buffalo State 

Opaka Gallery

Adirondack Trust Company

Hendrick Hudson Free Library

Arnot Art Museum

Sherrill Kenwood Community Library

Mohawk Valley Center for the Arts

Bassett HealthCare

Heckscher Museum

SUNY Fulton- Montgomery Community College

The Palisades Center

The Arts Council of the Southern Lakes

WHMT Public Media

Kirkland Town Library

WSWHE BOCES - Enrichment Center - Talented 
Unlimited Art Journal

Nanuet Chamber of Commerce 

Ake Museum

Dick Blick

Royal Langnickel Brushes 

NYSATA 

NYSED

NYSUT

Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge

46 
Partners



Observances, 
Exhibits and Events

8 Teachers 
400 Students



NYS Flagship Event: Legislative Student Art 
Exhibit424 Works of Art 
214 Teachers 
97 School Districts

Click below to see exhibit!

https://www.nysata.org/legislative-exhibit
https://www.nysata.org/legislative-exhibit


Flag Submissions

1,765 Flags Collected

Link to the winner slideshow

Prize packages sent to 
winners and their teachers 
from Blick and Royal Brush

Scan the QR code to see 
our flag contest booklet 
and our new cover sheet 
to collect information!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wi3AVfAkN7YdbkOAjpQ_hrIzR0uWhbOW6mBToLdZVog/edit?usp=sharing


Flag Winners Continued

LOVE seeing our flag 
winners celebrated by 

their teachers and 
districts!

Editable certificates 
were shared with all 
teachers which 
covered winners, 
honorable mentions 
and participants.



More Flag Winner Celebrations



NEW
!

Every Honorable 
Mention winner 
received swag this 
year as well as 
giving out t-shirts to 
those teachers who 
had the most flag 
submissions!



Second Year 
in a row! 

We’ve already 
applied for next 

year!



Working with CFAE board members 
we applied to have the Empire State 
Building lit for Youth Art Month. With 
CFAE’s assistance we secured a 
celebrity artist and one of our 
NYSATA members volunteered to be 
our official photographer. 
Unfortunately we were declined for 
2024. But we will apply next year, 
and now more people in NYS know 
about Youth Art Month

NEW
!



Love 
seeing 

our 
resource
s in use!

Kicking 
off YAM 

on 
March 

1st



NYSATA Regions 3 & 9 Kicks Off YAM 
with a Workshop and Regional Conference

March 2, 2024



Click HERE to see a 
list of reported 

events

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NnfqlIskj1yEWtd7Q8F4dto4ROO6mUxoippegGW6e_4/edit?usp=sharing


1200 
students

65 
students

19 Teachers 
180 students



New Exhibit 
sponsored 
by NYSUT

Students 
and 
teachers 
were gifted 
with gift 
cards from 
Blick, as well 
as small 
sketchbooks.





1,372 
students 







7 Art Teachers
200 students 

15 Art Teachers
80 students 

12 Art Teachers
600 students 









Teacher Created Great Ideas!



Highlights & NYS YAM Success Stories

“I hosted a Writing and Illustration Club where 25 fourth 
and fifth graders wrote short stories and illustrated 
them under the theme "Monsters". We teamed up with 
our local public library for a live reading where the 
students read their stories aloud to a crowd and 
showed off their illustrations. The illustrations of the 
monsters were then given to the advanced high school 
students and they sculpted their interpretations of the 
monsters out of clay. Those clay sculptures were then 
hidden around downtown Gloversville for a city-wide 
scavenger hunt where the community and scholars 
could participate alike. If they sent in a selfie with them 
with a found monster they were entered in for a chance 
for a donated prize (gift cards to local businesses). We 
also teamed up with a local student outreach program 
which organized a "Monster Hunt Walk" where a group 
of students with a teacher walked around downtown 
searching for the sculptures with a map. One lucky 
kiddo also won a gift card from that. At the end of the 
event, the high schoolers met their elementary 
counterparts and gave their sculptures to the 
elementary students. We celebrated all their efforts 
with some refreshments!”

Lisa Gutta
Gloversville Enlarged 
School District



We surveyed our members and added new 
themes they suggested to our spirit week 

2024

Dream in Art 
Pajama Day 

was one of the 
new themes!



Make Art Mondays

Click on the image above to see 
how this partner celebrated 

YAM with Make Art Mondays!

https://www.earts.org/programs-2/nyam/nyam-2024/make-art-monday-2024/


Breaking it down 
Art Shows or Classroom Events: 187

Posts on social media displaying artwork, 
advertising an art show, showing classroom 
happenings, or promoting Youth Art Month: 610



Promotion and Special Materials
Celebrate with New York State

#nysYAM2024



NYSATA 75th 
Annual Conference

Our new freestanding YAM 
banner! And YAM slogan 

“Celebrate with New York State”



Conference Workshop

Two-story art installation sharing 
our Dream in Art activity 

with our participants - each strip represents a 
teacher who participated in our workshop!

Swag giveaways 
throughout the 

workshop - everyone 
left with something!

And we donated a 
basket of swag to be 

auctioned  for 
student scholarships

Click here to see 
presentation

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17b3sYDNbNpHubKticiSni8D3go9OG0NLN6uqQ-bUNss/edit?usp=sharing


Shared Lesson Plans

Click for 
slideshow

So many teachers requested the weaving lesson 
after the workshop that we created this flyer and 
made it available to all of our members!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13_38vURCWTWd6T16qMufLI242IdOqzf0Wr6pteA_40c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13_38vURCWTWd6T16qMufLI242IdOqzf0Wr6pteA_40c/edit?usp=sharing


SPOTLIGHT  
Art Teacher Janis Boremski, Valley Stream #13 

Nassau County, Region 9
“James A. Dever Collaborative Weaving - I took the suggestions for "Dream Weaving" and ran with 
it! All of my 430 students participated and wrote "how art helps me" or another art affirmation on a 
piece of fabric and weaved it on my giant Friendly Loom. We loved creating this, and the kids were 
so proud of their efforts to create one cohesive piece. It was hung in the main hallway during YAM. 
We are permanently installing this in our gym/cafeteria hallway.”



Materials created by NYS YAM

Click here to see open 
the documents

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_I_xU6ZsqfCL9_pYT7KWwgRTjhxn0muf/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z7xuKyGVDkHErAV1Oo0A4Y1RuQYH6Csf/view?usp=sharing


Promotions and Media 
YAM Articles in the NAEA Award Winning NYSATA NEWS

Fall 2023 - Link HERE  - page 18 (10 in pdf)
Winter 2024 - Link HERE  - pages 12 & 13 (7 in pdf)

Spring 2024 - Link HERE  - pages 19 - 21 (10 & 11 in pdf)

Flag winner featured on 

cover of winter 2024 

edition. 

https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/documents/NYSATANews/2023%20FALL%20DIGITAL%20NYSATA%20DIGNEWS%20S.pdf
https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/documents/NYSATANews/2024%20Winter%20Digital%20NYSATA%20News%20small.pdf
https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/media/NYSATANEWSDIGITALEDITIONS/2024%20SpringSummer%20Digital%20NYSATA%20News%20S.pdf
https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/documents/NYSATANews/2024%20Winter%20Digital%20NYSATA%20News%20small.pdf


New Promotional Swag



Teachers wearing our NEW NYS YAM t-shirts! Click to hear 

from Heather 

about YAM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ltPkJ72tMbpAQZhBZicyKMmMFzHyuXNp/view?usp=sharing


Plus Favorite Art Shirt Fridays! 



Downloadable Bulletin Board Click HERE to see 
the full download 

available.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1por-nGBNIxerU5Fkay6V_83MCOLpizy6/view?usp=sharing


This teacher combined the 
downloadable bulletin board 

resources with the Dream 
Weaver lesson plan!





Social Media 

#nysYAM2024
Simply enter our yearly hashtag 
into any social media platform 
and you will find an abundance of 
posts. NYS Art Teachers truly 
embraced using our hashtag to 
share their YAM events 
throughout the month of March



Social Media 

@Yam_NewYork

@YouthArtMonthNY

Buffer Analytics for all three 
NYS YAM Platforms of Social 
Media for the whole month of 
March

Clickable 

Links!

Over 600 Posts from 
across the state on 

various School districts, 
YAMBASSADORS, and 
community partners  on 

various platforms

Top 5 NYS 
YAM posts on 

FB

Instagram NYS YAM Posts 
for March

*This does not include all of 
the shares to our posts

@YouthArtMonthNewYorkState

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AnzI20nTXb0hEzo6A212pYVEPtWdQQ11?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AnzI20nTXb0hEzo6A212pYVEPtWdQQ11?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AnzI20nTXb0hEzo6A212pYVEPtWdQQ11?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AnzI20nTXb0hEzo6A212pYVEPtWdQQ11?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13GIb0XX4w8qmbSV1_BIVpQnUxXkYBXH3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13GIb0XX4w8qmbSV1_BIVpQnUxXkYBXH3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13GIb0XX4w8qmbSV1_BIVpQnUxXkYBXH3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13GIb0XX4w8qmbSV1_BIVpQnUxXkYBXH3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13GIb0XX4w8qmbSV1_BIVpQnUxXkYBXH3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13GIb0XX4w8qmbSV1_BIVpQnUxXkYBXH3?usp=sharing


Celebrated YAM at our March NYSATA 
BOT of meeting with an artist trading 
card station

Don’t forget to check out our 
website for all YAM links and 

information! 
https://www.nysata.org/youth

-art-month 

NYS Student 
artwork shared 

nationally by 
NASCO in 

celebration of 
YAM

https://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
https://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month


NYS YAM Program Improvements
● We are continually editing our report form to make sure we gather the most important 

information in the most efficient way possible.
● We added a cover sheet for our flag submission which revealed many more flag designs being 

created then we knew of before. 
● We focused on giving back to our teachers through providing them with the bulletin board 

resource, two specific lessons for YAM, the Yambassador email badge, and then a great deal of 
swag that we gifted that also doubles as promotion. 

● We saw a huge attendance jump in our annual workshop at the NYSATA conference which we 
attribute to why we are seeing larger participation numbers. The teachers who attended the 
workshop not only participated (many of them new to participating) but also got their districts 
and colleagues involved. 

● We saw a huge jump in the number of teachers using our resources, in particular the bulletin 
board and the “Dream Weaver” art lesson.

● We are proud of the significant increases in all of our participation numbers this year. We feel our 
reach continues to spread across the state and more and more school districts are embracing 
the celebration of Youth Art Month with great promotion across social media platforms. 



NYSATA’s YAM Co-Chairs
Heather 

McCutcheon 
has been a YAM 

Co-Chair for 9 years!

Tracy Berges 
has been a YAM 
Co-Chair for 3.5 

years!

● Herkimer Jr./Sr. High School - Region 3
● Herkimer County
● 17 years of teaching 

art at Herkimer CSD. Teaching everything 
from Kindergarten to Graphic to AP! 

● NYSATA 2023 Art Teacher of the Year!
● 2023 Apple Distinguished Educator
● @hmccutcheon9 
● YAM WORK: 20+ HRS ON THIS REPORT
● 70+ HOURS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

● Suffern High School - Region 7
● Rockland & Orange County
● 22 years of teaching High School Art 
● Department Chairperson
● NAHS Advisor 
● Art Therapist 
● Region 7 2023 Art Teacher of the Year
● @mrsbartroom
● YAM WORK: 50+ HOURS ON THIS REPORT
● 100+ HOURS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

Contact us via email: yam@nysata.org 
Website: www.nysata.org/yam

Already planning for 2024-2025 
Creating new resources and new hashtag #nysYAM2025

Patti Krakoff 
has been a YAM 

Co-Chair for 1 year!

● East Lake Elementary School - Region 9
● Nassau County
● 25 years of teaching Art 
● Massapequa SD Department Assistant
● NAHS Co-Advisor
● Digital Mixed media club advisor
● YAM Work: 20+ HRS on this report
● 50+ hours throughout the year


