
 

2025 Youth Art Month Award Announcement 

Claire Flanagan Grand Award  

 New York - Tracy Berges, Patti Krakoff  

 

Awards of Excellence 

 Kansas - Linda Nelson-Bova, Lynn Felts 

 Wisconsin - Jen Dahl, Kathryn Rulien-Bareis 

 Texas - Amber Forgey, Gretchen Bell-Young 

 

Awards of Merit 

 Maine - Elise Pelletier, Matt Johnson 

 Georgia - Amanda Durant, Elizabeth Bush, Maysha Pate 

 West Virginia - Holly Kincaid 

 Virginia – Karla Kolb, Kaitlyn Canter 

 Missouri - Amy Rushing 
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Special Recognition by category 

Promotion 

 Rhode Island – Kerri Marshall, for expanding community engagement 

and showcasing student artwork in public spaces 

 Oklahoma – Holly Proctor, Kuwantu Camon, for introducing new 

creative elements at the event 

 South Dakota – Marica Shannon, for outstanding improvement in 

YAM promotions 

 Minnesota – Tiffany Erie - for outstanding improvement in YAM 

promotions 

Participation 

 Utah - Elizabeth Sampson, Kristy Carter, for exploring the healing 

aspects of color with teachers and students 

 North Carolina, Jana Farris, for involving YAM with home school 

students  
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Special Recognition by category (Cont.) 

Special Materials 

 Alabama – Julie Harrison, for exceptional efforts in creating YAM 

buttons for winners 

 Pennsylvania – Andrea Keefe, Rebecca Hughes, for impressive large-

scale printed banners of top YAM winners displayed at the state 

capitol during YAM week 

 New Jersey – Danielle Davis, Patricia Carper-Brown, for excellence in 

incorporating keynote speakers into the state YAM event 

 Illinois – Ailysh Cooper, for integrating the YAM poster contest into 

the state celebration 

 Iowa – Christy Humpal, for outstanding contributions in developing 

special YAM materials 
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Highlights from the State Reports 

 Minnesota transitioned to a virtual art show this year to broaden accessibility for 
teachers statewide and to include sculptural art. A rubric was introduced to enhance 
transparency in judging, and participation prizes were increased to show appreciation for 
educators. The event was moved to April to ease the burden on teachers during the busy 
March season. Despite these thoughtful changes, participation remained a challenge. 
However, the program successfully engaged some new teachers, marking a step forward 
in outreach efforts. 

 Pennsylvania YAM participation remained strong across Pennsylvania, with a notable 
increase in Flag Design entries. All flag submissions were showcased in an online 
exhibition using Google Sites and Padlets, a new approach that proved effective. 
Teachers submitted entries via Wufoo, and the Flag Design was shared as a mini-lesson 
through editable Google Slides. Jurors did an exceptional job recognizing student work 
across age groups. Although Capitol construction affected banner displays, the exhibit 
adapted creatively. Advocacy efforts included a Capitol Day and impactful postcards 
promoting YAM. 

 Wisconsin saw a 13% budget increase, allowing for expanded awards and programming 
for student winners. The YAM celebration was a vibrant success, featuring a DJ and 
drawing hundreds of attendees to honor young artists. The increased resources and festive 
atmosphere helped elevate the visibility and impact of the program statewide. 

 Kansas had a landmark year for Youth Art Month, marked by record-breaking 
participation, expanded programming, and statewide recognition. The number of 
proclamations skyrocketed from just 5 in 2024 to 37 in 2025—including endorsements 
from the Kansas Governor and Department of Education—plus 143 digital endorsements, 
totaling 179. A proclamation was even entered into the U.S. Congressional Record by 
Representative Sharice Davids. 

 Georgia’s YAM Program saw a leadership transition this year as new co-chairs stepped 
in after shadowing the experienced Tiffany Weser and Gaile Pete. One of the biggest 
challenges was collecting documentation from participants, but a statewide email blast to 
GAEA members helped secure 22 entries. 

 North Carolina Despite facing severe challenges this year—including widespread 
school closures affecting a quarter of the state—North Carolina’s YAM program 
demonstrated remarkable resilience and community spirit. Flag submissions increased 
significantly, even amid the devastation, showcasing the dedication of students and 
educators. Art teachers rallied together to assemble and distribute 2,000 Art Kits to 
impacted schools—1,000 during the Fall Conference and another 1,000 later in the year. 
This initiative provided a meaningful start toward recovery and support. 
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 Illinois experienced a steady and successful YAM season, with celebrations continuing 
as expected. A special moment this year was participating in the national conference, 
which offered a chance to connect with fellow art educators and celebrate student 
creativity on a broader stage. Currently, the program is led by a dedicated solo 
coordinator who is actively seeking a co-sponsor to help share responsibilities and 
expand the reach of YAM across the state. With continued support, Illinois is poised to 
grow its impact in the coming year. 

 New York celebrated a powerful Youth Art Month marked by student advocacy, 
legislative recognition, and expanded engagement across the state. A standout moment 
was Assemblymember Durso presenting a resolution honoring Governor Hochul’s 
proclamation of March as Youth Art Month during the Massapequa School District’s 
NAHS Induction Ceremony. Durso credited student letters on the value of art education 
with helping lawmakers pass legislation to include Art Therapy under NYS health 
insurance coverage—a major win for arts advocacy. 

 Alabama made a meaningful improvement to its YAM program this year by streamlining 
event documentation through a Google Form distributed at the end of March. Outreach 
efforts included emails to AAEA board members and posts on the Alabama Art Teachers 
Facebook Page, encouraging submissions of photos and event details. While this didn’t 
increase the number of entries, it significantly improved organization and visibility of 
statewide activities. 

 Texas experienced a surge in Youth Art Month participation this year, prompting the 
expansion of its Spring Exhibition into two separate ceremonies to accommodate the 
growing number of student artists and attendees. This growth brought both excitement 
and logistical challenges. Mid-year, the committee faced a major transition when YAM 
VP Angela Coffey stepped down, reducing the team from three members to two. One 
member stepped into the VP role a year earlier than planned, navigating a steep learning 
curve without the typical VP-elect training period. Despite these hurdles, the two-person 
team successfully delivered a vibrant and impactful YAM season. 

 Maine continues to thrive in its Youth Art Month celebrations, thanks to strong support 
from partnering organizations and a growing number of participating art educators. 
Student artwork is showcased across the state in professional venues, reinforcing the 
value of arts education. A standout event was the Portland Museum of Art’s YAM 
celebration, which featured three grade-level ceremonies where youth artists received 
certificates and beanies adorned with the “Yamlet” icon. A special moment included 
guest artist Holden Willard—once a YAM participant in 2015—now featured in the 
PMA’s “As We Are” exhibition. The ceremony also welcomed inspiring remarks from 
Congresswoman Chellie Pingree, MAEA Art Advocate of the Year, and Elise Pelletier, 
2025 MAEA Educator of the Year. 
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 Virginia’s Youth Art Month was filled with vibrant celebrations across the state, 
featuring numerous countywide art festivals and in-school art shows. The program saw 
strong collaboration between schools, museums, foundations, and local businesses, 
enriching the experience for students and communities alike. Notable highlights included: 
Kettle Run High School in Fauquier County earned both 1st and 2nd place in the YAM 
Contest. Amherst County welcomed the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (VMFA) 
Artmobile, bringing museum-quality experiences directly to students.YAM received 
high-profile endorsements from Governor Glenn Youngkin and Senator Mark Warner, 
reinforcing the importance of arts education in the state. 

 West Virginia’s YAM program made major strides this year by streamlining operations 
and expanding its reach across the state. Key improvements included transitioning 
registration, submissions, and reporting to Google Forms and Docs, allowing for 
automatic label generation and reducing errors. These updates made participation easier 
for educators and helped boost engagement. Program highlights include: Improved 
tracking and documentation of student and teacher participation. Simplified guidelines 
for the state art show and YAM Flag Contest. Significant increases in student 
submissions, teacher involvement, and statewide exhibits. Expanded reach, with more 
schools, counties, and communities joining the celebration. 

 Missouri’s Youth Art Month celebration saw strategic scheduling wins this year, 
aligning the event with both the Senate Show and the state’s Spring Conference. This led 
to increased attendance from political officials and allowed more teachers to participate 
without needing substitute coverage—boosting student involvement across the board. 
Program highlights include Statewide representation with entries from all 11 Missouri 
MAEA District sections. A new partnership with a local framing shop offering school 
discounts after the previous framer closed. A significant increase in Flag Contest entries, 
marking the highest turnout in the past three years. Continued support from Governor 
Mike Kehoe, who issued a YAM proclamation both as Lt. Governor and again this year 
as Governor. 

 Oklahoma’s YAM program entered a new chapter this year with the addition of two 
dedicated co-chairs—one of whom brings four years of prior experience. While the 
leadership transition was a bit rocky due to limited pre-conference information, the team 
successfully navigated the handoff and kept the program on track. Steady participation 
across the state, with plans to grow even further. A new Google survey was created to 
improve teacher reporting and documentation for next year. Support from a district 
administrator has been instrumental in planning Youth Arts Day at the Capitol. The team 
has already secured two exhibits and begun developing materials for the upcoming year. 

 Rhode Island celebrated a vibrant Youth Art Month with a standout show at Fidelity 
Investments, where crowds filled the venue throughout the opening. The event welcomed 
new art teachers who had never participated before, expanding the reach of YAM across 
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the state. Despite its small size, Rhode Island saw widespread participation from nearly 
every city and town. The state hosted three major exhibitions—the Anchor Awards, the 
State House show, and the Fidelity event—while many educators also showcased student 
work locally, especially in community libraries. 

 South Dakota’s Youth Art Month saw encouraging growth in social media engagement 
and statewide participation, helping to amplify student creativity and connect 
communities through the arts. Educators and supporters across the state contributed to a 
broader digital presence, showcasing student work and YAM activities online. 

 Utah embraced the 2024 Youth Art Month theme, “Healing Through Color,” with 
enthusiasm and creativity. The theme resonated deeply with teachers and students, 
inspiring year-long engagement through shared lessons and ideas on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Padlet. Color theory became a joyful and therapeutic focus across 
classrooms statewide. 2025 marked a standout year for Utah’s YAM program: Hosted art 
shows, community events, teacher trainings, and Flag contests. Featured a Youth Art 
Month museum at the spring conference, elevating student work in a professional setting. 

 

 


